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Congratulations!

Angela Wacoche
is our online

survey winner.

Watts Inside

Avoid placing 
lamps or TV sets 
near your room 
air-conditioning 
thermostat. The 

thermostat senses 
heat from these 

appliances, which 
can cause the air 

conditioner to 
run longer than 

necessary.

CHEC Offices 
will be closed 
May 30, 2016

in observance of 
Memorial Day

CHEC Honors Youth Tour 
Finalists

The 2016 Youth Tour essay contest 
finalists were honored at a banquet on 

April 5, 2016, at the Kiamichi Technology 
Center in Stigler. The annual event, hosted 
by Cookson Hills Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
(CHEC), recognized four students whose 
written essays earned them an all-expense-
paid trip to Washington, D.C., this summer.

The finalists competed with students 
from fourteen area schools. They wrote an 
essay on the topic “What are the biggest 
challenges facing electric cooperatives 
today? How can cooperatives meet those 
challenges?” From the essays entered, 
judges selected the four finalists.

The trip will begin on June 10, 2016, 
when they join 70 other students from 
across Oklahoma for a “Get Acquainted 
Banquet” in Oklahoma City. The delegates 
will board a plane the following morning 
and fly to Washington, D.C., to embark on 
an educational and fun-filled week.

This unique trip will give the students 
an opportunity to see history come alive 
as they explore the museums, memorials, 
and monuments. The students will tour 
the Capitol, will 
join Oklahoma’s 
congressional 
delegation for 
breakfast, and will 
enjoy many other 
points of interest.

CHEC is pleased to announce the students who 
will represent CHEC for the 2016 Youth Tour: 
Graylen Fletcher of Vian High School, son of Dennis 
and Tramera Fletcher; Kenzie Taylor of Muldrow 
High School, daughter of Tristan and Kimberly 
Taylor; Emmy Cloud of Muldrow High School, 
daughter of Michael and Scarlett Cloud; and Krystan 
Epperson of Central High School, daughter of Scott 
and LeAnden Epperson.

Teachers and/or counselors of the winning 
students this year are: Donna Brewer from Muldrow 
High School, Jessie Young from Vian High School, 
and Jesse Bruesch from Central High School. We 
extend a special thank you to all the teachers, 
counselors, and administration for participating and 
supporting the Youth Tour program this year.

If you would like more information about 
Youth Tour, please visit our website at 
www.cooksonhills.com.
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□□ Capital Credits, Page 2-3
□□ Electric Shock Drowning, Page 4

Photo by Brett Orme

Pictured left to right: CHEC General Manager Kendall Beck, 
Kenzie Taylor, Krystan Epperson, Graylen Fletcher, Emmy Cloud, 

and Youth Tour Coordinator Donna Rhodes



ADAMS, ANDREW
ADAMS, BRENDA
ADCOCK, GAYLA R. 
ADCOCK, WILLIAM C. 
AKINS, DOYLE
ALBERTSON, CARA
ALDRIDGE, DOUGLAS W.
ALEXANDER, CECIL
ALEXANDER, MARCIE
ALEXANDER, WILLIE D.
ALLEN, ABE C.
ALLEN, JAMES JR. 
AMERICAN TEL & TEL CO
AMOS, WILLIAM D.
ANDERS, ROY D.
ANDERSON, GARY B.
ANDERSON, JANITA
ANDERSON, RICK G. 
ANDERSON, WARREN W. 
ANDREWS, ALTHEA R. 
ANDREWS, DOUGLAS M. 
ANGLEN, LILLIAN 
ARCHER, CAROL 
ARMER, KIM A.
ARNETT, JAMES E.
ARROWHEAD DEVELOPMENT 
ASBILL, BILL J.
ASBILL, GERALD W.
ATCHLEY, JOHN H.
ATKINS, ERIC C.
AUFFET, JOHNNY 
AUSTIN, TEXAS P. 
AVEY, JOHN H. 
AYRES, ANDREA 
BAGLEY, ALLEN JR. 
BAGLEY, FLOYD 
BAILEY, G. B. 
BAILEY, JOHNNY 
BAILEY, KEVIN L. 
BAKER, DEBAREA A. 
BAKER, FRED A. 
BAKER, PAM 
BALDWIN, NICHOLE M. 
BALES, HAROLD 
BALL, EDWARD 
BALLARD, TOMMY K. 
BALLINGER, MARK 
BANKS, AMANDA 
BARBEE, CHARLIE 
BARENTINE, KENNETH B. 
BARGER, BILLY G. 
BARKS, HOUSTON 
BARNES, C. C. 
BARNES, DENICE J. 
BARNES, HOYT 
BARNES, ROGER D. 
BARNHILL, CUBY 
BARNOSKIE, MAYO 
BARRICK, BETTY  
BARRICK, LARRY 
BARROW, ANTHONY J. 
BARTEL, RONALD 
BARTLEY, CYRUS H. SR. 

BASS, GARY W. 
BAXTER, ANGELA 
BEAN, RONALD L. 
BEARD, DAVID R. 
BEATHARD, GARY L. JR. 
BEAUBOUEF, JAMES R. 
BEEBE, ROBERT L. 
BEELER, FRED A. 
BEELER, OTIS. 
BELL, BETTY M. 
BELLER MOUNTAIN 
BENGE, BETTY J. 
BENGE, TUGGIE 
BENTHALL, LESTER L. JR. 
BENTON, BENJAMIN SR. 
BERRYHILL, DAVID 
BERRYHILL, ROBERT E. 
BERRYMAN, STEFANIE 
BERTON, CHRIS R. 
BETHARDS, DENNIS L. 
BETHEL, JASON D. 
BETHEL INDIAN BAPT
BIEKER, DONNA M. 
BISHOP, JESSE B. 
BLACKARD, DELBERT 
BLAND, THEODORE 
BLANKENSHIP, DONNA 
BLASSINGAME, ELIZABETH 
BLOOMINGBURG, CRAIG 
BOGLE, LON H. 
BOLIN, WILMA 
BOREN, ANN 
BOSWELL, DAN 
BOYD, DALE 
BOYSEL, EDDIE 
BRAKHAGE, WILLIAM L. 
BRANAM, EUGENE 
BRANUM, JOHN R. 
BRASSFIELD, BOBBY 
BRASUELL, JAMES W. JR. 
BRATTON, JOHNNY 
BRAY, JERRY 
BRAY, MELISSA D. 
BREWER, JAMES 
BRIDGES, DARRELL W. 
BRIGANCE, ALAN R. 
BRIM, PERRY L. 
BROCKER, WILLIAM O. 
BROOKS, MILTON D. 
BROWN, DAWN M. 
BROWN, EARL E. JR. 
BROWN, GARY 
BROWN, GRADY 
BROWN, HUBERT 
BROWN, MARTHA 
BROWN, TOMMY 
BRUNKEN, A. W. 
BRYANT, C. B. 
BULL, JOHNNY J. 
BULL, F. N. JR. 
BURNEZKY, RICHARD 
BURNS, CHARLES D. 
BURNS, HARRELL 

BURTON, BILL D. 
BURTON, JOHN E. 
BURTON, LARRY C. 
BUSH, RIDER JR. 
BUTLER, DELORES K. 
BUTLER, TIE 
BUTNER, WARREN D. 
BUZZARD, MILTON T. 
BUZZARD, THOMAS 
BYBEE, SAMUEL O. 
BYRD, FRANK 
BYRD, JOHNNY 
BYRD, NANCY A. 
BYRD, PAT 
BYRD, ROBERT E. 
BYRD, KAROLIN K. 
CAIN, WILEY 
CALDWELL, DAVID W.
CALHOUN, JAMES S. 
CALHOUN, JOE 
CALLIE, GEORGE 
CALLISON, VIRGINIA 
CALLISON, WANDA R. 
CALVERT, WILLIE B. 
CAMP, CINDY E. 
CAMPBELL, JAMES D. 
CAMPBELL, MARTHA 
CANNON, GENE R. 
CANTRELL, GARY 
CARGILL, KENNETH D. 
CARP, PETER 
CARRELL, LINDA 
CARROLL, ALBERT J. 
CARSON, DORIS E. 
CARTER, DARRELL 
CARTER, MELVIN 
CARTER, MICHAEL 
CARTER, STEVE 
CASEY, DANIEL 
CASEY, JAMES W. 
CATES, RICKEY J, 
CATO, DARRYL E. 
CAUDILL, VICTORIA L. 
CAUGHMAN, GREG D. 
CAVES, JERRY L. 
CHALK, PATRICIA A. 
CHANDLER, NANCY L. 
CHANDLER, PAUL E. 
CHANEY, MARY 
CHAPMAN, LUTHER T. 
CHASTAIN, FREDRICK L. 
CHOATE, WILLIAM 
CHRISTENBERRY, MELINDA 
CLARK, KEITH O. 
CLAUSEN, TROY D. 
CLAY, DONNIE R. 
CLEEK, RICHARD 
CLEMENS, JOHN G. JR. 
CLIFTON, BOBBY 
CLOUD, BILLY D. 
CLOUD, HIAWATHA 
COBE, MICHAEL R. 
COBLE, PONY 

COBLE, THELMA 
CODAY, BILLY G. 
CODAY, RAYMOND 
CODAY, RICKY R. 
COFFEY, PAUL D. 
COFFMAN, ED 
COLEMAN, MICHAEL D. 
COLLETT, FRIEDA J. 
COLLINS, LYNN F. 
COLLINS, RODNEY D. 
COLSON, EVERETT 
COLSTON, J. R. 
CONINE, KENNY M. 
CONLEY, JULIE A. 
CONNER, SHAWNA L.
COOK, GLENN 
COOK, JASON 
COOK, LEWIS SR. 
COOKE, WILLIAM T. 
COOKSON, CAROL S. 
COOKSTON, C. C. 
COONCE, CHARLES R. 
COONS, PAUL R. 
COOPER, JACK 
COPELAND, BILLY D. 
CORBELL, GREG A. 
CORBELL, JOHN 
CORBETT, RUTHEFORD 
CORDUM, MYRON A. 
CORLEY, DALFORD H. 
COSHATT, PAUL W. 
COUCH, JIM 
COUGHLIN, EDWARD D. 
COUGHRAN, FLOYD 
COURTRIGHT, ARCHIE W. 
COUSINS, LUANNE 
COWAN, TRACY L. 
COWART, WANDA 
COWETT, SARAH 
COX, DONALD W. 
COX, GREGORY L. 
COX, NATHAN 
COX, VIRGINIA L. 
COY, CHARLES C. 
CRAIGHEAD, ARCHIE 
CRAMBERG, ARDON R. 
CRASE, CRISTY 
CRAVENS, ELMER 
CRAWFORD, CRAIG D. 
CRITTENDEN, MARY F. 
CROCKER, DONALD E. 
CRONK, ROBERT T. 
CROSSLIN, GEORGE C. 
CROW, JERI A. 
CROW, KEVIN 
CROW, TOMMY A. 
CROWSON, HASKELL 
CUNNINGHAM, OLLIE D. 
CURD, BERNARD E. 
CURD, MARION A. 
DANLEY, JOHN S. 
DAPONTE, JORGE C. 
DARDEN, LARRY

DARLAND, BRIAN N. 
DAUGHERTY, MICHELE 
DAVIDSON, RICHARD J. 
DAVIS, ALICE M. 
DAVIS, DANIEL A. 
DAVIS, FLOYD 
DAVIS, FREMAN 
DAVIS, JAMES F. 
DAVIS, JOHN H. 
DAVIS, KIMBERLY O. 
DAVIS, LOWELL 
DAVIS, M. T. 
DAVIS, MICHELLE L. 
DAVIS, RAYMOND L. 
DAVIS, THOMAS 
DAWS, MARY L. 
DAWS, RONNIE A. 
DEAN, ODES L. 
DEARMAN, CINDY M. 
DEERINWATER, JESSIE P. 
DEERINWATER, RODNEY W. 
DEGHI, STACY L. 
DEGRUCHY, JACK 
DENNY, DOYLE 
DENTON, ROBERT H 
DEVEAUX, DIANA M. 
DILLON, WILLIAM D. 
DIX, TINA 
DOBBS, DENNIS 
DOBBS, O. W. 
DOBBS, ORVILLE H. 
DOBBS, WYATT Z. 
DODSON, DANNY R. 
DONELSON, CLAUDE 
DONISCH, RICHARD 
DORITY, RANDALL
DOSEDEL, THOMAS R. 
DOTSON, MARK H. 
DOUBRAVA, DARIN S. 
DRUMMOND, EARNEST 
DRUMMONDS, DARTHUR W. 
DUFFORD, LEONARD 
DUKE, RONNIE L. 
DUMOND, JAMES A. 
DUNBAR, DARRELL L. 
DUNCAN, DEBORAH J. 
DUNCAN, KENNETH C. 
DUNKIN, LARRY 
DUTY, JAMES 
DUVALL, DARREN 
DUVALL, SHIELA 
DYE, BOBBY W. JR. 
EACRET, MITCHELL R. 
EASLEY, OLEN E. JR. 
EDGMON, HEZ 
EDWARDS, DOROTHY 
EDWARDS, JAMES E. 
EDWARDS, KENNETH 
EDWARDS, SONYA R. 
EDWARDS, HOWARD R. II 
EHRET, DANNY W. 
EICHLING, PAUL W. 
ELK, KATIE M. 
ELLIS, HENRY M. 
ELLIS, SHAWN 
ELLIS, WALTER W. 
ELLISON, RICHARD W. 
ENGLAND, JOHN A. 
ENOGEX INC. 
EPPLER, BILL K.
EPPLER, CALVIN 
ERWIN, NED
ESLINGER, DAVID 
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Kendall Beck, General Manager
Eric Johnson, Assistant General Manager

Dalen Garner, Director of Operations
Juli Orme, Chief Financial Officer

Amy Smith, Manager of Accounting Services
Kristie Cash, Manager of  Office Services

Pay-by-Phone:  1-888-678-1937

E-Mail: fwilliams@cooksonhills.com

Cookson Hills Electric Cooperative, Inc.  
welcomes members to submit photos, and 
articles which will be subject to editing. 

Cookson Hills reserves the right to publish or 
modify any article. Companies and individuals 

featured in the Hot Watts newsletter do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy, position, 

or view of Cookson Hills.

If You Find Your Account Number 

Hidden in This Issue of the Hot Watts, 

You’ll Receive a $25 Credit on 

Your Electric Bill

Cookson Hills Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Headquarters Office
PO Box 539 • 1002 E. Main

Stigler, OK  74462
800-328-2368

Branch Office
PO Box 587 • 1800 KOA/Power Drive

Sallisaw, OK  74955
918-775-2211

William T. Mills, President 
Joe Falleur, Vice President 
Kenneth Kelley, Sec.-Treas. 
Rocky Woods, Sr., Trustee                              
Joe Ogle, Trustee
Ronnie Pevehouse, Trustee               
Theron Croisant, Trustee

District 4       
District 3
District 5                     
District 1
District 6
District 7
District 2

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

STAFF

Felicia Williams, Editor

www.cooksonhills.com

Alternate Emergency Only: 
918-552-0016

Unclaimed Capital Credit Checks
The names listed below are member 

accounts that have capital credit refund 
checks available to them. The owners of these 
checks received service from CHEC and were 
issued a check which was returned by the 
postal service as undeliverable or were never 
cashed. If your name appears on the list or 

if you are the surviving heir of a name listed 
below, please contact CHEC about the capital 
credit refund check. Below is an alphabetical 
listing of names (A-Mix). The second half will 
appear in the June issue of the Hot Watts. If 
you have any questions about capital credits, 
please contact CHEC at 800-328-2368. 



DARLAND, BRIAN N. 
DAUGHERTY, MICHELE 
DAVIDSON, RICHARD J. 
DAVIS, ALICE M. 
DAVIS, DANIEL A. 
DAVIS, FLOYD 
DAVIS, FREMAN 
DAVIS, JAMES F. 
DAVIS, JOHN H. 
DAVIS, KIMBERLY O. 
DAVIS, LOWELL 
DAVIS, M. T. 
DAVIS, MICHELLE L. 
DAVIS, RAYMOND L. 
DAVIS, THOMAS 
DAWS, MARY L. 
DAWS, RONNIE A. 
DEAN, ODES L. 
DEARMAN, CINDY M. 
DEERINWATER, JESSIE P. 
DEERINWATER, RODNEY W. 
DEGHI, STACY L. 
DEGRUCHY, JACK 
DENNY, DOYLE 
DENTON, ROBERT H 
DEVEAUX, DIANA M. 
DILLON, WILLIAM D. 
DIX, TINA 
DOBBS, DENNIS 
DOBBS, O. W. 
DOBBS, ORVILLE H. 
DOBBS, WYATT Z. 
DODSON, DANNY R. 
DONELSON, CLAUDE 
DONISCH, RICHARD 
DORITY, RANDALL
DOSEDEL, THOMAS R. 
DOTSON, MARK H. 
DOUBRAVA, DARIN S. 
DRUMMOND, EARNEST 
DRUMMONDS, DARTHUR W. 
DUFFORD, LEONARD 
DUKE, RONNIE L. 
DUMOND, JAMES A. 
DUNBAR, DARRELL L. 
DUNCAN, DEBORAH J. 
DUNCAN, KENNETH C. 
DUNKIN, LARRY 
DUTY, JAMES 
DUVALL, DARREN 
DUVALL, SHIELA 
DYE, BOBBY W. JR. 
EACRET, MITCHELL R. 
EASLEY, OLEN E. JR. 
EDGMON, HEZ 
EDWARDS, DOROTHY 
EDWARDS, JAMES E. 
EDWARDS, KENNETH 
EDWARDS, SONYA R. 
EDWARDS, HOWARD R. II 
EHRET, DANNY W. 
EICHLING, PAUL W. 
ELK, KATIE M. 
ELLIS, HENRY M. 
ELLIS, SHAWN 
ELLIS, WALTER W. 
ELLISON, RICHARD W. 
ENGLAND, JOHN A. 
ENOGEX INC. 
EPPLER, BILL K.
EPPLER, CALVIN 
ERWIN, NED
ESLINGER, DAVID 

EUBANKS, JACK 
EUBANKS, TEDDY R. 
EVANS, WALLACE R. JR. 
FAIR, EARL A. 
FAIR, ROY 
FALKNER, JIMMY L. 
FANNIN, J. F. 
FARGO, C. B. 
FARGO, CHARLES T. 
FARGO, JESSE JR. 
FARGO, JOHNNY E. 
FARGO, ROGER 
FARMER, ARCHIE 
FARMER, ROBBY 
FARRIS, LINVILL 
FATHERREE, J. W. JR. 
FEARS, GEORGE E. 
FERGUSON, CHARLES D. 
FERGUSON, SANDRA L.
FERRELL, CHRISTY L. 
FEW, BIRTON 
FEW, DOUGLAS 
FIELDS, DENNIS L. 
FIELDS, TERRY D. 
FIELDS, WILLIAM H. 
FINE, INDIA 
FINNEY, EARNEST D. 
FIRESTINE, SHIRLEY C. 
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
FISH CREEK CHURCH 
FISHER, BILL C. 
FITZER, JUSTIN 
FLEETWOOD, GLENN F. 
FLOWERS, A. J. 
FOBBER, JAMES E. JR. 
FOBBER, JOE 
FOGLIO, CHRISTINA 
FOLSOM, GEORGE D. JR. 
FORAND, ROLAND C. 
FORRESTER, CHARLOTTE 
FORST, TOM M. 
FOSTER, MICHAEL W. 
FOSTER, SAM D. 
FRALEY, MARVIN 
FRANKLIN, LARRY C. 
FRAZIER, TRACY D. 
FREDERICK, STEVE 
FRENCH, DONALD W. 
FROST, LARRY 
FRY, JANICE M. 
FRYE, DENNIS J. 
FULCE, JOHN E. 
FULLER, C. M. 
FULLER, DENNIS 
FYFFE, CHARLES E. 
GANDY, LESLIE R. 
GANN, HARLAN J. 
GARCIA, BARBARA E. 
GARNER, LISA T. 
GARTEN, EARL 
GASTON, ROBIN 
GATES, J. D. 
GAY, J. A. 
GEE, KENNETH 
GEORGE, DEBBIE 
GIBSON, DONNE 
GIBSON, LONNIE B. 
GIESLER, MARION J. 
GIESLER, TOMMY L. 
GILLEY, BOBBY J. 
GILLEY, STEVE R.
GILLILAND, HAROLD E. 
GILSTRAP, BILL W. 

GILSTRAP, MARTY 
GIRDNER, TONY J. 
GIRTY, DAVID 
GIRTY, DOREE 
GIRTY, MAGGIE 
GIRTY, VERNON L. 
GLOVER, MAGGIE L. 
GOFF, DOUGLAS E. 
GOINES, TERRY D. 
GOINS, ERNEST C. 
GOODMAN, ALICE B. 
GOODNIGHT, JEFF 
GRAGG, MICHAEL D. 
GRAHAM, JERRY 
GRAY, ALFRED 
GRAY, DANIEL SR. 
GRECO, ALMA L. 
GREEN, ALONZO 
GREEN, CARL 
GREEN, CHARLIE C. 
GREEN, EARL E. 
GREEN, FRANK 
GREEN, GEORGE N. 
GREEN, GILLIS L. 
GREEN, HARRY E. 
GREEN, RANDALL 
GREGORY, RICHARD 
GRIFFIN, BARBARA M. 
GRIFFITH, BOB 
GRIFFITH, ROBERT 
GRIMES, KENNETH W. 
GRIMES, STELLA 
GROFF, CALVIN K. 
GUERRA, RAYMOND 
GUINN, LISA 
GUYBERSON, LUCILLE M. 
HALE, J. D. 
HALL, FREDDIE 
HALL, ROY 
HALL, SANDRA K. 
HALLMAN, DONALD W. 
HAMMER, LARRY J. 
HANCOCK, BEVERLY 
HANSON, BARRY G. 
HAPNER, GARY L. 
HARDIN, RUSSELL D. 
HARLOW, TOMMY J. 
HARRELL, DEAN 
HARRELL, RUSSELL L. 
HARRIS, BETTY L. 
HARRIS, LARRY 
HARRIS, RAY E. 
HARRIS, TERRY 
HARRIS, WILLIAM L. 
HARVELL, DAVID R. 
HARVEY, JAMES 
HAVILAND, CHARLES R. 
HAWKINS, BILLY W. 
HAYES, STEVEN D. 
HAYES, WILLIAM F. 
HEAD, GEORGE W. 
HEARTLAND WIRELESS 
HEDRICK, GEORGE 
HEILIGER, BETTY 
HEILIGER, JOHN 
HELMS, LLOYD 
HEMBREE, THOMAS N. 
HENDRIX, KEITH 
HENRY, DALE
HENRY, WILLIAM H.
HERRERA, ROBERT C. 
HESS, DIANNA L. 
HICKS, LONNIE B. 

HIGHSMITH, ANGELA G.
HILL, MARY 
HILL, ROMIA 
HILL, SHAWN A. 
HILL, WAYNE SR.
HILSTROM, SCOTT D. 
HINES, SYLVIA M. 
HISER, HARMON 
HOBBS, JESSIE 
HOFFMAN, W. H. 
HOGAN, ANN 
HOGAN, RAY 
HOGWOOD, GEORGE 
HOLCOMB, JIM 
HOLDEN, JIM 
HOLDERFIELD, JIM D. 
HOLLAND, E. M. 
HOLLINGSHEAD, BILL
HOLMES, DIANA 
HOLT, BRIAN K. 
HOLT, ELANE 
HOLT, GARY 
HOLT, JOSEPH A. 
HOOSE, C. D. 
HOPPING, ANDREW 
HORN, WILDA K. 
HORNE, JIM E. 
HOSMAN, EARVIN R. 
HOUSTON, KIRBY 
HOUSTON, DANNY D. 
HOWARD, DIANE S. 
HOWARD, KEN 
HOWELL, THOMAS C.
HUBLER, SHAWN D. 
HUCKELBURY, K. L. 
HUGGINS, FRANK C. 
HUGHES, MIKE 
HULSEY, TOM 
HUMPHREY, JOHNNY G. 
HUNT, LOREN M. 
HUNTER, MICHAEL L.
HURLEY, JIM L. 
HURST, M. L. 
HURST, WAYNE 
HURWITZ, DEBORAH A. 
HUTCHINSON, JEFF 
ICI EXPLOSIVES 
IDEAL FRUIT FARM 
INDIAN NATION GAS 
INGRAHAM, ROBERT C. 
IRELAND, MARTY 
IRELAND, THOMAS 
IRVING, MARVIN 
IRVING, RALPH 
JACKSON, KENNETH 
JAHAY, G. P. 
JAHAY, PAUL 
JAMES, DALE 
JAMES, ERNEST L. 
JAMES, JULIUS 
JAMES, LYNDA S. 
JAMES, MARY 
JAMISON, DONALD L. JR. 
JAMISON, KELVIN L. 
JAMISON, ROBERT 
JANEWAY, MAUDIE 
JANOWIAK, JERRY 
JARVIS, CAROLYN 
JARVIS, DENNIS
JAWORSKI, JAMES M. 
JENNINGS, RALPH 
JEREMIAH, ANDREW K. 
JEREMIAH, DORMAN R. 

JEREMIAH, SIDNEY E. 
JEZEK, FRED 
JOACHIM, KATHRYN E. 
JOHNSON, ANGELA J. 
JOHNSON, BEVERLY H. 
JOHNSON, CYNTHIA M. 
JOHNSON, FRANK 
JOHNSON, GEORGE 
JOHNSON, GLEN R. 
JOHNSON, JIMMY A. 
JOHNSON, KENNETH G. 
JOHNSON, YOUNGER 
JONES, ERIC D. 
JONES, GREGORY H.
JONES, HERBERT W. 
JONES, JERRY D. 
JONES, LARRY D. 
JONES, PAMELA 
JONES, RANDY L. 
JONES, ROBERT L. 
JORDAN, GALEN 
KAIN, HOWARD 
KECK, JANET L. 
KEEARNS, R. G. JR. 
KEENEY, STEVEN D. 
KEERAN, KEITH 
KEITH, ANN 
KEITH, BRIAN L. 
KELLEY, JAMES M. 
KELSEY, ROBERT D. 
KEMP, IRMA 
KILGORE, ROXANN
KILGORE, SHANNON N. 
KILLGORE, JACK J. 
KIMBLE, RODNEY G. 
KING, BEVERLY A. 
KING, BOYD 
KINSEY, LEON G. 
KIRKPATRICK, GLENNA 
KITTRELL, CARSON 
KOLAR, JOE 
KOZAL, DAVID D. 
KREMERS, LILLIAN E. 
LABS, SHANNON 
LAMAN, ALAN W. 
LAMB, CYNTHIA D. 
LANE, JACK 
LANGSTON, DORA 
LAUBER, STEVEN A. 
LAWLESS, JOHN P. 
LAWSON, DONNA S. 
LAWSON, ODIE 
LAWTON, STACY 
LEACH, CLIFFORD E.
LECH, STEPHEN J. 
LEDESMA, AARON M. 
LEE, BOB 
LEE, CECIL 
LEE, JOHNNY C. 
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Despite being categorized as leisure activities, 
swimming and boating can quickly become dangerous. 
While water-safety behaviors such as wearing life jackets 
and maintaining safe boating speeds have become 
commonplace, a serious hazard remains that is often 
overlooked. This silent killer, classified as electric shock 
drowning, occurs in fresh water when a typically low 
level alternating current (AC) passes through the body, 
which causes muscular paralysis and eventually leads to 
drowning. 

According to ESFI’s president Brett Brenner, “Although 
there are reported incidents every year, there is a lack of 
awareness about the dangers of Electric Shock Drowning.”  
A 21-year-old Illinois man died in 2015 when touching 
a dock ladder at the Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri. 
Additionally, there were at least two fatalities in Kentucky 
in 2013, and a pair of deaths in both Missouri and 
Tennessee during the Fourth of July holiday in 2012. Each 
of these victims was under the age of 13. Further, Electric 
Shock Drowning deaths are usually recorded as drowning 
because victims show no signs of burns, so many instances 
remain undocumented.  

While a lack of awareness persists about the dangers of 
Electric Shock Drowning, positive strides are being taken to 
combat the problem. In Tennessee, state legislators passed 
the Noah Dean and Nate Act in 2014, which protects state 
residents from electric shock injuries and drowning deaths 
near marinas and boat docks. The bill is named in memory 
of 10-year-old Noah Dean Winstead and 11-year-old Nate 
Lynam, who died from electrical injuries they suffered on 
July 4, 2012 at a marina in Tennessee. Jessica Winstead, 
Noah Dean’s mother, was the driving force behind the 
bill as a result of her tireless crusade to prevent similar 
tragedies from occurring. An inspection following the tragic 
incident found that the marina did not have ground fault 
circuit interrupters (GFCIs).  

Under the “Noah Dean and Nate Act,” Tennessee marinas 
must install ground fault protection, post notices about 
the danger of electrical leakage into waters surrounding a 
marina, and undergo a safety inspection conducted by the 
state fire marshal between Jan. 1, 2015 and Dec. 31, 2017, 
and every five years thereafter. The law went into effect 
April 1, 2015. A similar law was passed in West Virginia 
in 2013 following the death of Michael Cunningham, 
three years after he passed away at the age of 15, as well 

as in Arkansas in 2012 after several 
electrocutions near docks there and in 
surrounding states.  

The 2011 National Electrical 
Code ® addresses the dangers in marinas and boat yards 
by requiring the main overcurrent protective device to be 
GFCI-protected. However, this only applies to installations 
and inspections, which are recommended annually but not 
enforced.  

Protect yourself and your loved ones from the risk of 
electric shock drowning and common boat electrical 
hazards with these handy tips from ESFI.

•	 Don’t allow yourself or anyone else to swim near 
docks. Avoid entering the water when launching or 
loading your boat. 

•	 Always maintain a distance of at least 10 feet between 
your boat and nearby power lines.

•	 If you feel a tingle while swimming, the water may be 
electrified. Get out as soon as possible avoiding the 
use of metal objects such as ladders. 

•	 Have your boat’s electrical system inspected and 
upgraded by a certified marine electrician who is 
familiar with National Fire Protection Association 
Codes: NFPA 303 and NFPA 70. 

•	 Have GFCIs installed on your boat, and test them once 
a month.

•	 Consider having Equipment Leakage Circuit 
Interrupters (ELCI) installed on boats to protect 
nearby swimmers from potential electricity leakage 
into water surrounding your boat.

•	 Only use shore or marine power cords, plugs, 
receptacles and extension cords that have been 
tested by Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Canadian 
Standards Association (CSA) or Intertek (ETL). 

•	 Never use cords that are frayed or damaged or that 
have had the prongs removed or altered. 

•	 Never stand or swim in water when turning off 
electrical devices or switches. 

•	 Electric Shock Drowning can also occur in swimming 
pools, hot tubs and spas. Have 1927101 an electrician 
inspect and upgrade your pool, spa or hot tub in 
accordance with applicable local codes and the 
National Electrical Code (NEC).

For ESFI’s complete collection of Boating and Marina 
Safety resources, visit www.esfi.org.  

ESFI warns public about the dangers of 
electric shock drowning

The Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI) is dedicated 
exclusively to promoting electrical safety in the home and the workplace. 

ESFI proudly sponsors National Electrical Safety Month each May, and 
engages in public education campaigns throughout the year to prevent 

electrical fires, injuries, and fatalities. To learn more about ESFI and 
electrical safety, visit www.esfi.org.


